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Open Letter 


to [he Americas 


(Containing a last and heartfelt plea to 
the Colonies at present torn by rebellious strife) . 


London. 


My Dear Fellow Subjects, 

I am an Englishman with many friends, both 
commercial and personal, in the Provinces of British North 
America. Like all true and loyal subjects of His Majesty, 
King George III, both here at home and in the Colonies, 
Iam deeply disturbed at the latest turn of events, particu- 
larly in the Province of Pennsylvania. 

Like Mr Fohn Dickinson’s “Letters From a 
Farmer” I too am brought up from infancy to love hu- 
manity and liberty. And let me make plain here and now, 
my dislike of the actions of His Majesty’s ministers in 
London in common with many of His Majesty’s subjects 
in British America. But equally I am concerned at the 
behaviour of some of the Delegates at present assembled 
from the Provinces in congress at Philadelphia. 


There have been many examples of tension and 
misunderstanding between Britannia and her Colonies 
over the years that came to a climax as far back as 1765 
and it is in hope and earnest prayer of a mutual under- 
standing (and therefore mutual forbearance) that I am 
writing to all men of goodwill to attempt to put forward a 
few counter arguments against the loud cries of the agita- 
tors, who wish. to bring this present crisis beyond all hope 
of recall. 

It was only after many years of fighting by troops 
paid for by the British Treasury that the Colonies were 
made safe from attack by the French and the savage Indians 
under their chief Pontiac. Was it really “Tyranny” to enlist 
aid in order to help pay for these wars by imposing a Stamp 
Duty on the very people whose safety had thus been en- 
sured? After all it was as long ago as 1712 that we in Britain 
first had to pay a Stamp Duty on all our newspapers and 
legal documents. 

It would seem to me that there is right and wrong 
on both sides of this current dispute, but unfortunately in 
the Americas the Hot-heads, like Mr Paul Revere and Mr 
Sam Adams of Boston, for many years past have been 
exaggerating and distorting the true facts. May I therefore 
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point out some of the really true facts surrounding the 
incident of March 1770, that the “Patriots” continue to 
insist on referring to as “The Boston Massacre” in both 
words and pictures. A certain Captain Preston was in 
charge of a detachment of His Majesty’s regular troops, 
which came under attack for some considerable length of 
time, not from a meeting of respectable Bostonian citizens, 
as Mr Revere would have us believe, but from a rock and 
ice throwing mob of ruffians. It was only after much provo- 
cation that this detachment of the best disziplined soldiers 
in the world opened fire in self-defence, and in doing so 
killed five of the mob. 

I think it only fair to point out that when, under 
pressure from the radicals, Captain Preston was put on 
trial for murder he was defended by two courageous colo- 
nists: Mr Fohn Adams and Mr Fosiah Quincy Fr, neither 
of whom are known for their High Tory sympathies; quite 
the opposite in fact, but they are fair-minded gentlemen, 
as indeed were the members of the jury who were drawn 
from the more respectable elements of Boston and who 
found Captain Preston innocent. 

To this very day I find myself in honest confusion 
over the reactions to the importation of the East India 
Company’s tea into the Colonies. We have all had to pay 
duty on China tea: what is the objection of the “Patriots” 
to drinking a tea that is not only cheaper but of a better 
quality than the Dutch tea that was normally drunk? Again 
I can see neither logic nor right on the side of the rowdies 
who thinly disguised themselves in order to effectively steal 
another man’s property when they dumped the tea into 
the harbour at Boston. I hope Mr Sam Adams received 
some satisfaction from it for he was, from all accounts, the 
prime mover in this “Tea Party” that was held on that 
December night in 1773. 

I come now to the affair of Mr Thomas Hutchin- 
son’s letters that has caused such a furor on both sides of 
the Atlantic. You may recall that Mr Hutchinson wrote 
these letters to a personal friend in London, before he was 
superseded as Governor: of Massachusetts by General 
Gage. Now it must be stated that Governor Hutchinson’s 
letters contained some very unfortunate opinions of some 
of the inhabitants of the Colony over which he ruled; 
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opinions with which many honest and fair-minded men 
throughout the Empire might well concur but none-the- 
less very unfortunate when published abroad during these 
difficult days. Since their publication under the distorting 
lens of Mr Sam Adams I hear that there has been much 
hardening of revolutionary thinking in the Colontes. 

I would beg men who have been swayed by these 
letters into armed and open rebellion to take second thoughts 
and return to their rightful loyalties. 

My own despair in this matter is the part that 
Mr Benjamin Franklin seems to have played in it. Mr 
Franklin, whom I am deeply honoured still to count among 
my personal friends; atguired these letters (whether through 
honest hands or ae prepared to state) after the 
death of their reciptent and many years after they were 
written. That Mr Franklin, a man whom I consider to be 
one of the greatest philosophers and natural scientists of 
our age, a man who DE FACTO held the position of 
Colonial Ambassador to the Court of St fames (for he was 
appointed Agent for Georgia, New Jersey, and Massa- 
chussets, in addition to his original appointment for Penn- 
sylvania) should make public these letters ts incompre- 
hensible. It was this same man of moderation, who had 
spent many hours trying to show the King’s ministers that 
a little understanding and a modicum of good sense on 
their part would do much to ease the present situation, 
who sent these letters across the Atlantic last year. Surely 
Mr Franklin must have known that Mr Sam Adams 
would have distilled the last drop of poison from these 
letters. 

Sorrowfully I must say that I think that Mr 
Franklin has done himself and the cause of moderation 
a great and lasting disservice in this matter and that when 
he returned to the Colonies last year, stripped of all his 
appointments, England, in my opinion, lost a sober and 
well-meaning ally. 
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